2011 - 2012 UNF MOCK TRIAL TRYOUTS
Thank You for your interest in the UNF Mock Trial Organization
· Tryouts will be Monday, August 29th
· Plan on meeting in Building 3 Room 1371 at 6pm.   This is where instructions will be given.  Tryouts will begin at 6:30pm in the Student Government Courtroom on the 3rd floor of the East Student Union building.  You may remain in room 1371 to practice with your attorney/witness prior to your tryout as long as you are on time.
· Attorney Tryouts

· Please prepare an opening statement of about 2 minutes in length for the defense.
· Please have this opening memorized if possible.
· Please prepare a direct examination of Quinn Brown for the defense.  Mr. Brown’s affidavit is in the case packet. At tryouts, you will be required to direct a witness.  
· Witness Tryouts
· Please review the affidavit Quinn Brown.  Someone will be an attorney and will conduct a direct examination of your character for the defense.  We are looking to see what you bring to the character.  Witnesses in mock trial typically dress the part, use accents to give life to the character, and display the appropriate emotions depending on the witness.  

· Attire:

· If you are trying out for an attorney role, please come dressed in proper courtroom attire. 

· Men: Conservative Suit, Tie, and Dress Shoes

· Women: Suit, Skirt, and  Conservative Hairstyle
· If you are trying out for a witness role, please come dressed in the character of the witness.  

· If you are trying out for both, please dress in proper courtroom attire.  

· For more information, please email Josh Freedman atUnfmocktrial@gmail.com 
QUICK GUIDE TO OPENING AND DIRECT

An opening involves: (about 2 minutes for tryout purposes)
· Theme (short catchphrase: If the Glove Don’t Fit, You Must Acquit” )

· Theory ( your take on the case; what you want the jury to believe happened)
· Claim (strict liability or negligence per se)

· Burden (Preponderance of the evidence [simply meaning “more likely than not”] - proving three things: 1. defective product, 2. joey suffered harm, 3. harm was direct & proximate result from defective product)

· Brief descriptions of what your side’s witnesses bring to the table, and how the other side’s witnesses are not credible 
· Find Happyland Toy Company not liable for the death of Joey Davis

A direct involves (about 3 minutes for tryout purposes):

· Ask witness questions that help their side. Quin Brown should help the defense, ie: make Happyland look good.

· Start with background, ie: Introduce themselves, where they live, (if they are an expert witness ask about their professional qualifications)

· Be aware that anything that can be “reasonably inferred” from the affidavit of the witness can be used in their answers, so do not be surprised if it is not exactly straight-forward from the affidavit! 

BE FLEXIBLE.  If you deviate from the plan a little, don’t worry!  Just remember to stay in character for the duration of your tryout.
There is an example direct for Blake Lexington on the next page.
More Information

A signup sheet will be made available on Monday the 22nd at our first meeting in building 3, room 1371.  If you have a partner in mind that you would like to be your attorney or witness, please feel free to sign up together.  If not, please sign up for a time, and we will find a partner for you.  You will some time to work with your attorney/witness on Wednesday, Aug. 29th before the tryouts begin.  If you chose to only try out for an attorney role, and you do not make one of the teams, you will not be considered for a witness role.  If you are new to mock trial, we would like to encourage you to try out as either a witness or as a witness and an attorney.

Good luck, and be sure to check our website www.UNFmocktrial.weebly.com for updates!
EXAMPLE DIRECT – BLAKE LEXINGTON
1. Please state your name for the jury.
-Hello, I’m Blake Lexington


2. Where do you live?
- Right here in Midlands, on the north side of the city, near the river.

3. Could you state your place of employment?
- Well, actually I employ myself- I’m founder & chief executive officer of Happyland Toy Company, Inc.

4. How did Happyland come about?
- My friends had an idea to sell a toy that they invented but couldn’t find anyone to carry their product, so I suggested the idea that they just throw down some money into advertising. They were hesitant, but I was persuasive and they agreed, thus their product just skyrocketed! I dove into the world of business shortly after.

5. Up until now how long have you been C.E.O of Happyland?
-Since 1998, so almost 13 years

6. As C.E.O what are you in charge of overseeing?
- As CEO, I’m in charge of everything- from major to minor. I’m familiar with most all day-to-day operations.

7. Do you have a set process in which toys are produced?
-Every toy is special in its own way, but in general, we follow 4 steps or stages, DSMD, as I call them

8. What’s the first stage?
- D: It’s where it all begins- in the design where the product is first born. It’s where dreams come true.

9. What’s the second stage?
- S: This is our safety precaution stage, our most important stage by far!

10. Why is this stage the most important?
- I have two little girls at home so everything that is created at Happyland goes home to them. Everything we make needs to be safe enough for them, their friends, and in essence ALL of our consumers. Safety is just vital because sometimes toys aren’t used for their intended purpose. 

11. Mrs. Lexington what do you mean by toys not being used for their intended purpose?
-  Sometimes, toys are just plain out “WRONGFULLY USED” and people get hurt

12. What’s the third stage in your company’s process?
- M, or Mass Production, which is just as it sounds- we produce the product in large and get it ready for people to buy from our Internet site.

13. What’s the fourth stage?
-D: This is our final stage, distribution prep

14. What is involved in this final portion?
-This is where we throw money into advertising on the television and where we link our new product all around the Internet and begin to feature it on our own website.  

15. Do you have a timeline as to how quickly a toy must be produced?
- Of course not! Every toy is unique and takes time. If it fails in one of our stages then we start all over

16. What was your most recent product produced by Happyland?
- They’re the reason we’re all here- the Princess Beads

17. Did you approve this toy?
- Yes I did, our chief designer, Quinn Brown, pretty much dreamed them up overnight. Then, of course, we got to work on our 4 step process!

18. Did you apply DSMD to this toy?
- Yes of course!!


19.  How did the beads work?
- The beads needed to stick when sprayed and be dry normally, so a chemical was needed. Well, in our design phase our chemistry team got to work on this issue. 
20. Did you ever find a chemical?
- Yes, after some inspection and tests, we found 1,4 butendiol


21. Is it routine to inspect the chemicals that go into your products?
-Yes, of course!


22. So was this new chemical thoroughly inspected? 
-Again, OF COURSE! As previously mentioned, Safety is our #1 priority. Happyland Toy Company would go through a very meticulous process of inspecting all new toy concepts and chemicals. We have a very specific safety standard.


23. Can you explain this method of inspection?
- In this case… I had our expert Risk Management Officer, Erin Swift, do research on the chemical. I just emphasized that everything needed to be safe. 


24. What qualified Ms. Swift for the position of Chief Risk Assessment officer?
- She was well-known in her field as an expert! And not just that, but she graduated top in her class from Curtain University. Since her death, It’ll be hard to ever find a replacement.


25. Mrs. Lexington what precautions were taken for the princess beads?
-At Happyland, we’re all about safety, safety, safety, so we put on labels, and coated the product in a chemical to make them unattractive to children


26. Let’s talk about those labels. What, specifically, did the warning labels say?
- The most prominent one was 9+, which in my field is common knowledge to consumers to say that the toy is only intended for children who are older than 9.


27. Were there any other warning labels?
-Yes, at as suggested by Erin, we made sure that the box said not for children 0-3. And in addition the box said “Choking hazard! May be toxic if swallowed”


28. What other steps did you take?
-Like I mentioned earlier, we used Denatonium, a chemical that we found had a 100% success rating when tested among 25 other substances


29. What is Denatonium?
-It’s extremely bitter, in our testing we found that children would spit the beads out right away after putting them in their mouths


30. Mrs. Lexington, what's your number one priority?
-Safety


31. Did princess beads meet that priority?
-Yes, they did


32. Mr. Lexington, in your opinion, were the Princess Beads dangerous?
-No, I understand that any toy can technically cause harm if improperly used. That is why it is vital that all toys, not just Princess Beads, be used by the intended consumer... I feel we’ve been wrongfully used.
